EMS Accomplishments
NOS CCEHBR - Cooperative Oxford Laboratory
FY03 

Upgrade of vehicle fleet; two mini vans designed to carry up to 8 people for lab meetings and 1 truck for field work and towing small boats were purchase to replace aging vehicles with greater than 100,000 miles.  Both vans are equipped to tow smaller boats up to a 3500 pound load.  The new vehicles on average provide improved gas mileage of at least 5 mpg each.
The facility began efforts to become a mercury-free facility. 
Reinforced the purchase of paper with at least 20% recycled content 

FY05

Oxford upgraded the NOAA vessel R/V Laidly with new EPA tier 2 rated diesel engines to replace 30 year old Detroit V-878 diesels.  The upgrade equips the vessel with engines that greatly enhance environmentally compliance, provide improved fuel consumption, and reduce air emissions.
Outboard engines were purchased and installed for both small boats.

FY06

The facility completed efforts to become a mercury-free facility by transitioning to non-mercury thermometers and fluorescent tubes and substitution of zinc–based tissue fixatives that that do not contain mercury.  All mercury containing fluorescent light fixtures were equipped with “mercury free” green tipped tubes.  All subsequent fluorescent light tubes purchases for the facility requested to be “mercury free” green tipped tubes.
A recycling program for paper, cardboard, plastic, glass, and demolition materials was instituted in addition to the existing program for metal cans.

Began move to a paperless Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDSs) system
All facility printers were programmed to automatically print double sided copies unless manually changed for specific purposes.

FY07

Instituted, in collaboration with CCEHBR-Charleston, an NCCOS-wide waste disposal contract to improve the disposal of chemical and biological materials for NCCOS facilities.  The contract was initiated as an ongoing effort to promote the Environmental Management System and improve efficiency.  By this agreement participating laboratories expect to reduce costs to NCCOS, promote recycling and beneficial fuels use of wastes, uniformity in waste management programs, improve waste tracking, reduce paperwork, provide more timely approval and removal of waste, eliminate the need for repetitive individual purchases, and reduce administrative costs across NOAA. The award allows additional NCCOS facilities to participate in the BPA.  
An aging #2 fuel oil boiler was replaced with a new state of the art energy efficient propane burner.  This action is expected to reduce energy costs and also eliminated the mandated requirement for a certified spill prevention control and counter measure plan.
A water leak on facility property was located and repaired.  The action has greatly reduced water consumption at the facility.

Review of chemical substitutions has led to discontinuing the use of ethidium bromide.

Bid request has been submitted to the NOAA Eastern Regional Acquisition Division for conversion of R/V Laidly hydraulic systems to a bio-based system.

