Executive Order 13148, Greening the Government through Leadership in Environmental Management, required federal agencies to develop and implement environmental management systems (EMS) at appropriate facilities by December 31, 2005.  A handful of appropriate NOAA facilities have been working diligently to self-declare their facilities over the past several years.

The Office of Marine and Aviation Operations (OMAO) Marine Operations Center (MOC)-Pacific was NOAA’s EMS pilot and pioneered the implementation of NOAA’s EMS Development Website (link to: https://www.ems.noaa.gov/index.html).  Following two years of meticulous work by the MOC-Pacific EMS implementation team lead by Jim Schell, with assistance from the SECO staff, the plan-do-check-act cycle was completed.  MOC-Pacific successfully passed an external EMS audit in May 2005 to become NOAA’s first office to self-declare.  The MOC-Pacific EMS program was also expanded to include their MOC-Atlantic site who passed their self-declaration external audit this past December 2005.  Click here (link to: http://www.seco.noaa.gov/EMS/MOC/Public.htm) to visit the OMAO EMS Website.
Building on what the OMAO MOC-Pacific and SECO had developed, the National Ocean Service’s National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science (NCCOS) began implementation of their EMS in December 2004.  Instead of a facility-based EMS, however, NCCOS developed an office-wide EMS.  The NCCOS EMS includes all their Centers which are located in Silver Spring, MD; Charleston, SC; Oxford, MD; Beaufort, NC; and Seldovia, AK.  This effort was lead by a highly motivated team comprised of Rick Meitzler, Sabrina Pittillo, Jay Lewis, Bernie Gottholm, Raluca Semeniuc and Jean Durosko.  Their one year of planning and execution paid off with a successful external self-declaration audit conducted December 1, 5 and 6, 2005 and self-declaration statement signed December 29, 2005.  Click here (link to: http://www.seco.noaa.gov/EMS/NCCOS/index.htm) to visit the NCCOS EMS Website.
Congratulations OMAO MOC and NOS NCCOS!

Even though the December 31, 2005, deadline has passed, the recently established Environmental Compliance and Safety (ECS) Committee’s NOAA EMS Team will continue to evaluate potential facilities for EMS implementation, refine and improve EMS tools, and help communicate the EMS word to all NOAA employees.

