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The third quarter was very busy and even though the number of incidents slightly increased, the cause was due more to better reporting of near misses and minor incidents.  It’s important for supervisors to conduct thorough investigations of these incidents, including looking at root causes and preventative measures, to ensure a safe working environment.  NOAA/NOS has started identifying items for the FY 2006 Safety Action Plan.  Employees are encouraged to submit suggestions to their supervisors.  A new Plan should be ready for approval by the end of August.  

SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL HIGHLIGHTS

Operational Risk Management (ORM) Web-BasedTraining

One of NOAA’s safety focuses for FY 2005 and FY 2006 is ORM.  NOAA SECO trained their Safety Managers in ORM this year and has worked with the U.S. Air Force to provide NOAA with access to the USAF Risk Management Fundamentals Course.  This course is a very good overview of the operational risk management process.  Any manager, supervisor or employee who would like to take this web-based training is welcomed to take it by visiting http://www.seco.noaa.gov/Safety/ORM.htm.  The training takes about 1-2 hours and a certificate can be printed out once completed.  In FY 2006, each Line Office will be conducting operational risk assessments on selected activities.
CCFHR Safe Sample Processing Laboratory Open for Business 

In order to provide a safe and efficient work environment for technical staff, a new sample processing laboratory has been opened at  the National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science’s (NCCOS) Center for Coastal Fisheries and Habitat Research (CCFHR). The laboratory provides a productive work environment and protects technical staff and their coworkers from exposure to alcohol and formalin which are used as preservatives. The facility is available to CCFHR staff, as well as NOAA contractors and collaborators.

Backup Power Generator Successfully Tested at NCCOS’ CCFHR Facility

A new backup generator successfully maintained the total electrical power demand of five buildings and seawater pumps at NCCOS’ CCFHR in Beaufort, North Carolina, during a 4.5-hour test on July 13. The success of the generator is critical to NOAA’s operations at the CCFHR facility, including improved capacity for continuation of operations during power outages, maintenance of heavily invested fish cultures and refrigerated samples, and provisions of a safe workplace. The 180-kilowatt generator, obtained as a surplus item from the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, thereby saving over $50,000, is situated at an elevation sufficient to have saved it from inundation by Hurricane Hazel, which occurred in 1954 and flooded the first floor of the facility’s original building to the height of the top of desks. The system is fully automated with fuel tanks to sustain power for 4.5 days in the event of accidental power outages, including those resulting from future hurricanes.

New DOC Energy Reporting Requirements

NOAA is required to report annually to the Department of Energy (DOE), via Department of Commerce (DOC), its consumption of all energy (electric, natural gas, fuel oil, diesel fuel, water, etc.).  Over the next few months, DOC will be converting its energy usage reporting system from a manual spreadsheet system to a centralized web based system.  Facilities that pay their utilities directly will be required to enter their information into the database monthly.  This will enhance our energy reporting and provide us with information needed to improve energy efficiency.  

CCFHR Does its Part to Protect the Environment with its New Eco-friendly Hybrid Vehicle

NCCOS’ CCFHR recently added a 2006 Ford Escape hybrid vehicle to its fleet. The vehicle, to be used primarily for personnel transport, runs on a battery-operated power system for speeds up to 35 mph, and then switches to gasoline power at speeds greater than 35 mph. The gas engine automatically starts and stops to provide additional power when it's needed and to save fuel when it's not.

Environmental Management System (EMS) Update

NMAO is expanding their EMS to include the Marine Operations Center-Atlantic in Norfolk, VA.  Since the Office of Coast Survey’s Atlantic Hydrographic Branch is located at that facility, they will be included in the development and implementation of the EMS.  LCDR Tod Schattgen is the contact for this effort and will be working closely with NMAO EMS coordinators.

The NCCOS EMS Team continues to work on the hardest portion of an EMS, identifying aspects and impacts, which they expect to complete by the end of July.   The Team plans to meet August 8-12, 2005, to go over their accomplishments, load them onto the NOAA EMS website and finalize the next steps.  

SAFETY STATISTICS
Incidents for the third quarter of FY 2005 have slightly risen (when including contractor statistics).  Of the 12 incidents in the third quarter, falls (5) again were the leading factor followed by vehicle incidents (2) and strained back (2).

Please note that due to the new OSHA Recordkeeping Rule effective January 1, 2005, contractor incident numbers are shown in parentheses.  However, their numbers will not be used in calculating the NOS FY 2005 incident rates.   Current statistics are as follows:

Number of Incidents

FY 2003
FY 2004
FY 2005 YTD

1st Quarter


   8

        5

         6(1)


2nd Quarter


   2

      14

         6(3)

3rd Quarter


   4

        8

         6(6)

4th Quarter


   2

        5

Safety Statistics

Near Miss    Minor      First Aid     Recordable    Light Duty    Lost Time     Fatality      Total 

2003
      0

4
     2

4
       0

   6
         0

16

2004
      1
           14
     5

8
       0

   4
         0

32

2005
      2(2)

5(5)
     4(2)

5
       0

   2(1)
         0
             18(10)

2003 Total Recordable Incidents (includes all: recordable, light duty, lost times, fatalities): 10

2004 Total Recordable Incidents (includes all: recordable, light duty, lost times, fatalities):   12

2005 YTD Total Recordable Incidents (includes all: recordable, light duty, lost times, fatalities):  7(1)

*Total Recordable Incident Rate Goal for FY 2005:  1.14

*Total Recordable Incident Rate YTD: 0.94

*Lost Time Incident Rate Goal for FY 2005: 0.38

*Total Lost Time Incident Rate YTD:  0.27

*Incident Rate is the total number of Recordable Incidents times 200,000 divided by YTD Hours worked.  This is an OSHA formula. The 200,000 number is the equivalent of 100 people working for one year.

SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL TIPS

Incident Reporting

Effective May 1, 2005, the new NOAA Web-based Incident Reporting System for 8/24 hour incident notification became operational (https://ops13web.nws.noaa.gov/accform/acc_info.info_scn).  Few problems have surfaced but, as a reminder to supervisors, you should use Internet Explorer to access the system and use the drop-down menus for Line Office and Facility selections.  In case you forget to print a copy of the report for your files, you can request a copy from your Program/Staff Office Safety Officer or Jean Durosko, NOS Environmental Compliance and Safety Officer.

What kind of incidents should be reported?  All of them!  It appears that many offices are only reporting an incident when an employee gets hurt.  Don’t forget to report:

- When a person slips, trips, falls even when they don’t need to go to the health unit or hospital.  For example, we recently had an employee fall through a sinkhole.  They luckily weren’t hurt, but it was important for the supervisor to know about it so they could take immediate precautionary measures.

- Any kind of incident when driving a motor vehicle (cars, boats, 4-wheelers, etc.) even when no one gets hurt.  For example, those bumps and scrapes while driving a car or trailering something or running into the dock in a boat should be reported.  Frequent or an increase in occurrences may signal that training or additional training is needed.

- An incident involving non-employees such as a visitor, volunteer, or contractor.  For example, high numbers of incidents involving non-employees versus no incidents involving employees may suggest that a better orientation needs to be done for these individuals or improved communication of proper procedures and safety precautions is needed.

Summer Safety

Following is a list of Summer Safety Tips from the Red Cross and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration:

Water Safety

The most basic: Learn to swim! Take some lessons at your local pool. The best thing anyone can do to stay safe in and around the water is to learn to swim. And always swim with a buddy; never swim alone. 

· Swim in supervised areas only. 

· Obey all rules and posted signs. 

· Don't mix alcohol and swimming. Alcohol impairs your judgement, balance, and coordination, affects your swimming and diving skills, and reduces your body's ability to stay warm. 

· Pay attention to local weather conditions and forecasts. Stop swimming at the first indication of bad weather. 

Boating Safety

Whether you're the captain of a schooner or a passenger on a ski boat, following safety guidelines ensures your safety and that of other seafarers. 

· Be weather wise:
Sudden wind shifts, lightning flashes and choppy water all can mean a storm is brewing. Bring a portable radio to check weather reports. 

· Bring extra gear you may need:
A flashlight, extra batteries, matches, a map of where you are, flares, sun tan lotion, first aid kit, extra sunglasses. Put those that need to be protected in a watertight pouch or a container that floats.

· Tell someone where you're going, who is with you, and how long you'll be away.

· Then check your boat, equipment, boat balance, engine and fuel supply before leaving. 

Sun Safety

Summer means fun in the sun! But be safe — don't let a heat-related illness or sunburn ruin your day.

- Remember to limit sun exposure, wear protective clothing, and use sunscreen. Sunscreen should be applied 30 minutes before going outdoors and reapplied at least every two hours. Use water-resistant sunscreen with a sun protection factor (SPF) of 15 or higher.
- Always drink plenty of water and take frequent breaks when working or playing in the hot weather. 

Hiking and Camping Safety

Many families will head to our national parks and forests this summer to enjoy the great outdoors. But if you're not prepared to rough it in the woods, hiking or camping can be a rough experience. The best way to help guarantee a good time for all is to plan ahead carefully and follow commonsense safety precautions. 

· If you have any medical conditions, discuss your plans with your health care provider and get approval before departing. 

· Review the equipment, supplies and skills that you'll need. Consider what emergencies could arise and how you would deal with those situations. What if you got lost, or were unexpectedly confronted by an animal? What if someone became ill or injured? What kind of weather might you encounter? Add to your hiking checklist the supplies you would need to deal with these situations. 

· Make sure you have the skills you need for your camping or hiking adventure. You may need to know how to read a compass, erect a temporary shelter or give first aid. Practice your skills in advance. 

· If your trip will be strenuous, get into good physical condition before setting out. If you plan to climb or travel to high altitudes, make plans for proper acclimatization to the altitude. 

· It's safest to hike or camp with at least one companion. If you'll be entering a remote area, your group should have a minimum of four people; this way, if one is hurt, another can stay with the victim while two go for help. If you'll be going into an area that is unfamiliar to you, take along someone who knows the area or at least speak with those who do before you set out. 

· Some areas require you to have reservations or certain permits. If an area is closed, do not go there. Find out in advance about any regulations--there may be rules about campfires or guidelines about wildlife. 

· Pack emergency signaling devices, and know ahead of time the location of the nearest telephone or ranger station in case an emergency does occur on your trip. 

· Leave a copy of your itinerary with a responsible person. Include such details as the make, year, and license plate of your car, the equipment you're bringing, the weather you've anticipated and when you plan to return. 

Insect Stings and Bites

Insect stings and bites can cause more problems that just swelling and itching. Ticks may carry Lyme disease which is caused by the bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi. The bacteria are transmitted to humans by the black-legged deer tick, which is about the size of a pinhead and usually lives on deer.  The West Nile virus can be transmitted by infected mosquitoes and while it usually produces mild symptoms in healthy people it can be serious for older people and those with compromised immune systems.  Bee stings can cause an allergic reaction and can occur even if a person has been stung before with no complications.
What is Your Office’s Environmental Foot Print?

EPA’s Middle Atlantic Regional Office has developed a Self -Assessment Tool for offices to determine their “Environmental Foot Print”.   Visit http://www.epa.gov/region3/ems/facility/self-assessment-tool.doc to see how well your office is doing.  After completing the checklist, consider what you can do to improve your score.
Key Environmental Attributes to Consider When Purchasing Electronic Equipment

What makes a computer or printer “Green”?  There is no single answer to this question, but the Federal Electronics Challenge has identified the “Top 10” key environmental attributes to consider when purchasing a piece of electronic equipment.  They are:

Design Impacts



Use Impacts


End of Life Impacts

-Reduce Toxic Constituents
-Promote Energy Conservation
-Promote Environmentally Sound

-Increased Recycled Content
-Extend Product Life

   Recycling

-Design for Recycling

-Packaging


-Promote Take Back Options

-Reduced Materials Use

Overall Environmental Impacts – Reward Corporate Environmental Policy

For more detailed explanation of these attributes please go to: http://www.federalelectronicschallenge.net/Tools/topenv.pdf
Pollution Prevention (P2) Matrix

The U.S. Coast Guard has developed a Pollution Prevention Matrix that is organized by applicable shop (i.e., facility maintenance, vessel/vehicle equipment maintenance, electronics, photo processing, etc.) or process. For each listed item there is a P2 Opportunity Evaluation for minimizing or eliminating a specific waste stream. The evaluation includes a feasibility evaluation, life-cycle cost analysis, waste reduction calculations, and examples of implementation.  Please take a look at the various pollution prevention opportunities available at: http://www.uscg.mil/systems/gse/p2matrix.htm
SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL CALENDAR (EVENTS AND REMINDERS)
(Note: Items with an asterisk are DOC/NOAA/NOS sponsored events)

Monthly

- Supervisors conduct weekly/monthly STAR safety observations/inspections (summaries due to the NOS Safety/Environmental Compliance Officer by the 15th of the following month)

- Supervisors update their lists of who’ve taken mandatory safety training (Dupont, STAR, NOAA Safety Awareness)

- Review and update corrective action plans each month.  Those facilities that have had a NOAA Environmental Compliance and Safety Assessment Survey (NECSAS) should remember to update their corrective action plans in the Web-Hosted Assessment Manager (WHAM) until all findings are closed.

- Conduct monthly Above-Ground Storage Tank (AST) inspections

- Conduct monthly Fire Extinguisher Inspections

July 2005

- July 12-13, Dupont Manager Safety Training, Chicago, IL

- *Week of July 18-22, NECSAS Tier 1 at Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary, HI

- *July 21, STAR Supervisory Training in WRC, Seattle, WA

- *July 25-26, NECSAS Tier 2 at Fagatele Bay National Marine Sanctuary, Pago Pago, AS

- *July 26, NOAA Safety Council Meeting

August 2005

- Eye Injury Prevention Month (http://www.aao.org/aao/patients/eyemd/injury.cfm)

- *August 8-12, NCCOS EMS Team Workshop, Seattle, WA

- *August 24, NOAA Safety Council Meeting

September 2005

- National Preparedness Month (http://www.ready.gov/npm/index.htm) 

- September 15-16, Dupont Manager Safety Training, Orlando, FL

- September 19-25, National Pollution Prevention Week (http://www.p2.org/p2week/index.cfm)

- *September 27, NOAA Safety Council Meeting

October 2005

- Energy Awareness Month 

- Children’s Health Month (http://www.childrenshealth.gov/)

- October 3-7, Drive Safely Work Week

- October 9-15, National Fire Prevention Week -“Use Candles With Care” (www.firepreventionweek.org)
- October 11-12, Dupont Manager Safety Training, Dallas, TX

- *October 25, NOAA Safety Council Meeting

If you have any questions, would like further information regarding any of the items in this report or have suggestions of what you’d like to see included in this report, please contact the NOS Environmental Compliance and Safety Officer, Jean Durosko on 301-713-3050 or at Jean.Durosko@noaa.gov.  For a complete list of NOAA headquarter and regional safety and environmental contacts, visit the following website: http://www.seco.noaa.gov/Contacts/index.html
