       [image: image5.jpg]“‘_:,'f‘f

o JSafety andEnvironmental Compliance Office



[image: image1.jpg]



Volume 1, Issue 1
June 2005

SAFETY - The Right Stuff




[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
Workplace Electrical Safety Tips 





Wear protective clothing and equipment and use insulated tools in areas where there are possible electrical hazards. 


Deenergize and visibly guard (where possible) whenever contact with uninsulated overhead power lines is possible. 


Check and double check safety regulations when a ladder or parts of any vehicle or mechanical equipment structure will be elevated near energized overhead power lines.  Call your local electric utility for assistance.  People standing on the ground may be particularly vulnerable to possible injury. 


Cords, Equipment, and Tool Grounding


Make sure all equipment and extension cords bear the mark of an independent testing laboratory such as UL, CSA, ETL or MET Labs. 


Protect flexible cords and cables from physical damage.  Check cords for cut, broken, or cracked insulation. 


Keep slack in flexible cords to prevent tension on electrical terminals. 


Make sure the insulating qualities of a splice are equal to or greater than the original cord. 


Extension cords are for temporary use.  Install permanent wiring when use is no longer temporary. 


Ground all three-wire tools and equipment.





NOAA SAFETY STATISTICS    �
�
�
�
REPORTABLE INCIDENTS�
�
�
�
�
1ST 6 months in 2005�
1ST 6 months in 2004�
�
53�
73�
�
�
�
�
LOST TIME INCIDENTS�
�
�
�
�
1ST 6 months in 2005�
1ST 6 months in 2004�
�
43�
46�
�
�
�
�
FACTOID


Since its inception in 2003, a total of 15,773 employees and contractors have taken the web based NOAA Employees Safety Awareness Program (now designated as the New Employee Safety Awareness Course)�
�
 





About this Newsletter





This newsletter is brought to you by the staff of the Safety and Environmental Compliance Office (SECO). The issues will be produced and posted on a quarterly basis to help increase awareness of the environmental, safety and health programs. Although the topics included in this issue are all safety, future issues will include topics on both environmental and safety programs. 





Your comments are welcomed.











Workplace Electrical Safety Tips 


Adapt this list of reminders to your work operations.  Be sure to consider NOAA policies and local, state, and Federal codes before establishing your written electrical safety program.


Plan every job and think about what could go wrong. 


Use the right tools for the job. 


Use procedures, drawings, and other documents to do the job. 


Isolate equipment from energy sources. 


Identify the electric shock and arc flash, as well as other hazards that may be present. 


Minimize hazards by guarding or establishing approach limitations. 


Test every circuit and conductor before you touch it. 


Use personal protective equipment (PPE) as a last line of defense in case something goes wrong. 


Be sure you are properly trained and qualified for the job. 


Work on electrical equipment and conductors only when deenergized, unless procedures and safeguards have been established to ensure zero exposure for the worker and other people in the area. 


Lockout/tagout and ground (where appropriate) before working on equipment. 


Treat deenergized electrical equipment and conductors as energized until lockout/tagout, test, and ground procedures (where appropriate) are implemented. 














NOAA Risk Management Program


Risk management is not new to NOAA.  It's the way we do business everyday.  However, this systematic approach to risk management is new in that it allows for more consistency in our decision-making processes.  Rather than relying solely on individual experience to achieve the best results, risk management teaches us that careful analysis and control of hazards will give us the optimum results in any situation.


Goals of Risk Management


The fundamental goal of risk management is to enhance mission effectiveness at all levels, while preserving assets and safeguarding health and welfare. 


Additionally, the risk management process can identify and exploit opportunities that provide the greatest return on our investment of time, dollars, and personnel.


The Six Steps of Risk Management


Identify the Hazards.


Assess the risks.


Analyze risk control measures.


Make control decisions.


Implement risk controls.


Supervise and review.





The six-step Risk Management process works best when you remember each step is a building block for the next step.  When conducting a risk management assessment, it is essential that you perform all six steps.  If the time you have to do RM is limited, then perform each step only briefly, but don't skip any.  Proper time management while performing an assessment will ensure appropriate emphasis is put on each step and nothing is forgotten.  This will prevent important risks and controls from being missed, as you might otherwise focus only on the most obvious ones.  The RM process operates as a cycle, which continuously seeks improvements by identifying new hazards and reevaluating risks.  Experience is the best teacher, personnel who are regularly involved in the process are an important factor in its success.  Coming Soon: NOAA Risk Management Training on-line.





June is National Safety Month 


About this year's theme


Safety where we live, work and play��Each year more than 20 million Americans suffer disabling injuries.  Another 100,000 die from their injuries.  Nearly two-thirds of those who die are workers or their family members.  ��Your organization can help reduce these numbers by promoting on and off-the-job safety and health to employees during National Safety Month and throughout the year.


The National Safety Council is aggressively urging businesses of all sizes to set high standards for safety within their organizations that include the safety and well-being of their employees, their employee’s families, as well as the communities in which their businesses operate.  ��This year’s National Safety Month theme, Safety where we live, work and play, reflects the need for injury prevention awareness in the workplace, in our homes and communities, and on our roads and highways.  ��National Safety Council data reveal: 


54% of injury-related deaths occur in the home and community. 


45% of injury-related deaths happen to workers while off the job. 


61% of injury-related deaths are workers off the job or their family members.


�The national cost to businesses is more than $200 billion in wages, productivity, medical expenses, insurance administration and costs for those uninsured.  � �Please check this page regularly for new information, tools and promotional offerings.
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