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NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

JOB HAZARD ANALYSIS
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Required Personal Protective Equipment:  Gloves and safety glasses
GENERAL NOTES:  Employee prepares small otoliths for viewing by mounting and preserving them on a tray using a material called Permount.  The otoliths are set into small depressions, covered with Permount, and moved into position using a pointed probe.  Toluene is used to dilute and dissolve the Permount and clean tools.  Work is performed in a laboratory hood in the kitchen area of The Cottage.
Job Hazard Analysis:

	Step
	Description
	Hazard
	Controls


	1
	Set up otoliths in reading trays
	Slip–trip
	Ensure that work area and aisles are clear


	2
	Pour Permount onto specimen in reading tray using an eyedropper
	Chemical contact and inhalation
	Personal protective equipment (PPE) should include the following :  disposable gloves.  Ensure that the hood and booster fan are operating.


	3
	Align otoliths in Permount using a probe
	Puncture
	Use proper handling procedures–set probe in designated location--use care when picking up probe


	4
	Check otolith positioning using a microscope
	Head injury (hitting head on hood door)
	Raise hood to improve access–maintain hood face velocity by installing side baffles into face of hood to reduce face area*


	5
	Rinse the eyedropper and tools with toluene and pour solution back into the jar.
	Chemical (toxic and flammable) contact and inhalation
	PPE should include the following:  disposable gloves and safety glasses.  Ensure that work is performed inside of the hood and that the hood is operating.


* = Recommended
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