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ofi =' .h, clusion for a Lease Acquisition and Facility
Pomt Reyes Red Barn and Storage Shed

SUBJECT:

NAO 216-6, Environmental Review Procedures, requires all proposed actions to be reviewed
with respect to environmental consequences on the human environment. This memorandum
summarizes the determination that the proposed real property lease acquisition action and facility
addition qualifies to be categorically excluded from further National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) review.

Background: The National Ocean Service, Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary (CBNMS)
currently occupies about 1,100 square feet of office space, converted from storage space, within
the Red Barn building located at 1 Bear Valley Road in Point Reyes Station , California.
CBNMS first moved into this existing location in 2003 with three (3) full time employees (FTE).
It currently has five (5) FTEs and three contract employees and staff projected to reach eleven
(11) FTEs by 2013. Furthermore, CBNMS routinely hosts one to two interns/graduate students to
perform work in support of CBNMS mission. The CBNMS expanded programmatic
requirements and the need to provide office space for Gulf of Farallones National Marine
Sanctuary (GFNMS) staff has generated a requirement for additional administrative and storage
spaces.

The Department of Interior, National Park Service (NPS) is the site real property manager for
real estate, facilities and infrastructure. The CBNMS is a site tenant. The existing facility and
surrounding grounds are developed and previously disturbed. NPS has issued their own
categorical exclusion under NEPA and approved a project to repair, renovate and expand the
administrative spaces within the Red Barn to 2,508 square feet of office space and to construct a
new 1,568 square foot storage building adjacent. NOAA proposes to fund this combined
rehabilitation, expansion and construction project. NPS will implement the project.

Description of the Proposed Action: Under a Special Use Permit (SUP) issued by NPS, the
CBNMS proposes to use the 2,508 square feet of office space and the 1,568 square foot storage
building. This SUP includes the renovation and expansion of the existing CBNMS office space
and the construction of a separate storage building at the NPS Bear Valley headquarters of the
Point Reyes National Seashore, near Point Reyes Station, California.

Effects of the Action: Within an existing building (Red Barn), this proposed action will fund the
renovation of 1,100 square feet and addition of 1,408 square feet of office space; will construct a
1,568 square foot storage building on a previously developed area adjacent the Red Barn; and
will permit CBNMS to occupy and use the completed facilities. No additional infrastructure
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requirements are anticipated.
Proposed Construction Schedule: Fall 2011.

Environmental Impact: The proposed action described above is considered minor, and in
accordance with the Point Reyes National Seashore site master plan. The environmental impact
1s not significant and any cumulative effects are negligible.

Categorical Exclusion: This action will not result in any significant impacts to the human
environment. As defined in Sections 5.05, 6.03¢.3(e) and 6.03¢3(g) of NAO 216-6, the proposed
action is a real estate action, an acquisition lease of less than 5,000 square feet, and a minor
facility improvement or addition where ground disturbance is limited to previously disturbed
arcas. As such, it is categorically excluded from the need to prepare an environmental
assessment.

cc: Daniel F. Howard, Superintendent, Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary
Thanh Minh Trinh, NOAA SECO



