The National Environmental Policy Act 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 requires federal agency decision-makers to conduct a review process to ensure consideration of potential environmental impacts through a systematic and interdisciplinary approach, including consideration of the natural and social sciences in planning, evaluation, and decision-making. 

· Requirements under NEPA apply to actions taken by NOAA, including those financed, approved, or executed by the agency. 
· To comply with NEPA, Responsible Program Managers must analyze and document the potential impacts of their individual and cumulative actions on the human environment (e.g., Categorical Exclusions, Environmental Assessments, and Environmental Impact Statements). 
· Analyses required under NEPA can often act as the foundation for applications and consultations under other protected resources statutes (i.e. MMPA, ESA, MSA, and NMSA, Executive Orders). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]NOAA’s NEPA compliance is coordinated in the Office of Program Planning and Integration using the agency’s implementation procedures in NOAA Administrative Order 216-6.
