Natural Resource Protection Laws

NOAA is charged with ensuring the protection, stewardship, and sustainable use of the nation’s marine resources. Many marine species and habitats are protected under the very laws that NOAA works to develop and implement, such as the Marine Mammal Protection Act, the Endangered Species Act, the Magnuson-Stevens Act, and the National Marine Sanctuaries Act. 

The Marine Mammal Protection Act

The Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) of 1972 established a national policy to prevent marine mammal populations from declining by prohibiting the injury and harassment of any marine mammal. NOAA Fisheries is charged specifically with protecting marine mammals from human-related impacts, including those by NOAA, by consulting on, permitting, and authorizing activities that could impact marine mammals. 

· The MMPA applies to all activities that may injure, harass, or kill a marine mammal. 
· Compliance with the MMPA includes consulting with NOAA Fisheries Office of Protected Resources for a permit or authorization. 
· Consultations under the MMPA are required by law and can take up to a year depending on the number of activities, locations, and species involved in the proposed action. 
· Policies, guidance, and regulations along with an informative Fact Sheet can be found on the NOAA Fisheries Protected Resources website. 

The Endangered Species Act

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 requires protection and conservation of species that are endangered or threatened and the ecosystems on which they depend. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife and NOAA Fisheries Services are charged with authorizing and permitting activities that may affect endangered or threatened species. It is illegal to harass, harm, capture, or collect endangered or threatened species. 

· The ESA applies to all activities that may adversely affect endangered or threatened species. 
· Complying with the ESA requires consultation with NOAA Fisheries Office of Protected Resources on proposed federal actions to determine whether those actions are likely to jeopardize the continued existence of listed species or adversely modify designated critical habitat. 
· Consulting under the ESA is required by law and helps NOAA Fisheries monitor and minimize cumulative impacts on protected species. 
· Policies, guidance, and regulations along with an informative Fact Sheet can be found on the Protected Resources website. 

Magnuson-Stevens Act: Essential Fish Habitat

The Magnuson-Stevens Act (MSA) of 1976 provides for the conservation and management of the nation’s fishery resources through the careful preparation and implementation of fishery management plans and designation of essential fish habitat. As amended in 2002, the MSA requires that NOAA Fisheries work with Fisheries Management Councils to identify essential fish habitat areas and consult on proposed action that may affect these areas. 

· To comply with these Essential Fish Habitat provisions, consultation with NOAA Fisheries Office of Habitat Conservation must occur for activities that have the potential to cause harm to the quality or quantity of fish prey and habitat. 

National Marine Sanctuaries Act

The National Marine Sanctuaries Act (NMSA) of 1974 allows the Secretary of Commerce, through the National Marine Sanctuaries Program in NOAA, to designate and protect areas of the marine environment with special national significance due to their conservation, recreational, ecological, historical, scientific, cultural, archeological, educational, or aesthetic qualities. Regulations prohibit specific kinds of activities, describe and define the boundaries of the designated national marine sanctuaries, and facilitate the development of management plans that guide daily activities within each site, unless a permit is obtained. 

· The NMSA applies to all individuals and agencies wishing to conduct activities within or near a sanctuary. 
· Compliance with the NMSA requires consultation with the National Marine Sanctuaries Program before taking actions which are likely to destroy, cause the loss of, or injure a sanctuary resource. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]For actions that may not be prohibited but still have the potential to injure a sanctuary resource, consultation with the National Marine Sanctuaries Program is required. 
